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GUIDE TO THE QUTB. 


THE QUTB, DELHI. ‘ 

DFJiCRiPTtvK Accotrsr. 

AmoRg the niaiiy hiatoncai ri-iimiiut at DeDii/ 
the moat ootohle both in point of antiquity nnd nmat* 
ing de$igii le tbc Qutb^—o name ^ven to the graup of 
nionuiiiouta ifmbmdiig tbe Quwwatu-l-lHlaui Mosque 
of Qutbu-ti-din Aihak &tid ltd great which slunda 

out m u lundtnark for nnles around. Tncbded in the 
group are the Tomb of AltamiBh, the Mudrasaa (CoK 
Jege). and what ia believed to be the Tomb of Alaii-d- 
din Khalji^ These three monarcha were, ia turn, 
rc^ponaibte for the countnietiou of the original hhtit 

^ DQthJ, u Ml kbumeaj 4?lLy and u d&HtblCl Tram 

lndnpn*lh 4 {[odiapt}. it ^hnuld faa tm^rkod^ lUtoe- nafy trem 
ih& Hid id Ih* nHh Ominty Alilr), wtwn ii t™ ftninM trjf 

AnMldpalA ftf th« T^jtuiiri ^Iml of irh* j|*vt it IJmi umiw of 

LolkDt (Rfld CltT). It wu 4%frtut«d frtna Mw Tidhutu Jiry 
TUi», noLm. about iJ»® toiddle of tte l2tli Ibntiiry, ^hrm 
kinjEdODt td Sanibhar and Ajmir It iru nwrtJf an apponda^a^ goT- 
♦rani at tlm linie uf Wo^uMmind Ghorti iavaikm by tbe RaK* 
Imllickr. (Fii& Una KmIs'* lua ita 

I npmal lusiurv pfkif tn tbe a lnmt of tba Jm Cbntocj Tarka. 
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of this, the moeque extA&t in India^ and tor 

its subsequent additions and extenaions. 

The Mosque builtp it h said/ uikju the site of a 
demolished Hindu temple and cottstmeted piecemeal 
with materials taken twent;>'-seven others^, was 

erected as a monument to the Might of iHlam ” {Quw- 
watn-L-lslam) by Qntbii-d-iftn Albuk, slave* ormy coni- 
tnAndcT, and Viceroy of Mnizzii-d-din Mnhsmiiiad 
Ghori ibn 8am, King of Ghazni ^ in celebrate his decia-^ 
ive Aictory over the Itajpnt forces of the Chohan chief s 
p Frithvi Rajj in A. D. on the field of Kamin ; 

and the Minor^ conimenced by this aame conqueror 
as an adjunct to the mosque^ combined tbe purposes 
of a tower of victory and a madnah, Iram which to 
sound the nz&m call to prayer—o inonutnent to nver- 
awo the spirit of the vanquished infidel” peojdca, 
and sustain the courage of the ** faithful " exiled from 
their distant Afghan hills. 

TnEsiDaova. Wth regard to the founding of the original mosque^ 

the internal evidence* existing appears to mdicntn that, 
besides being located on the aito of a demolished Hindn 
temple, the moeque embodied in itself u definHe por¬ 
tion of that structure, up to the plinth level. Tbe 
extent of this problematical temple plinth appeors to 
coincide with that half of the mosque quadrangle west 
of the north and south ga to ways. 

' Usn Batntii mp t *' th& u^kmg of iMtti (t had liftBfj. m 

tJIaflu T0fllpks vhirli Uio catlpd i^laut^ktiuiB, Ivgt afteti 

tint OTnit (t WAi « DKuqijD.'^'' (A. £. Ft. IV. iie.) 

piHonliKl ib tliH» AnlxLts liusciiptivn on tho Ea^l GstfiWmy. 

*1hk imdiauw U *91 in detail Jn the Swrtu 

Afewo-f Xft S2. ' 
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Tbe |ilun and tbe perspective view illustrated in 
Plates 1 and 11 will rev'eal more clrarlj than any written 
dcaeriptirm tlic arrangement of the origiDal mDsqiie, 
and the extent of the Rubsequent additioiu^ hy the 
eidperors Altainish. and AIau-<1-dirL BiiiJt hi the irbupe 
of a jtitnple reetangk eii closing ii cent ml qnadmng^ hir 
court, the mosque mcaaiireti tsoiue 214 feet by I4U feet 
e.Ttemnlly.^ The prayer chamber on the west is four 
bays in depth ; the colonnftde on tbe caatp of three 
baySt being deeper by one hay than thoee along the- 
rcDiaining two aides. Centrallyi in the tlmee colnu- 
paded aidea^ oeour on trancesj. a shallow porch to the 
north and a deeper one to the east and south descend¬ 
ing by a flight of atepa to the levd of the gretuid out- 
aidoi Over the north and cast gates ate inEscribed 
lint«ls recording Jo Naskh choractcTs the circiuctiaUnees 
attending the erection of the moeqiie. In the four 
comers of the mosque ^ludetl accomniodatieu for the 
miiana was provided by mcain^ of Httle entresol apart¬ 
ments renelied by narrow ataimu^es in the thiekued^ of 
t he enclosing wall 

In the prayer chamber proper^ the roof extended 
at one level over the gnsitor part of the liwati, as ia 
apparent from the positions of fragmentary roofing 
sbbs and Unteb Btill remaining in the back face of the 
great archwl screen; while tbe tall coluinn sliafu Btill 
standing at the north end of this chamber afford clear 
indicationR that the level of the roof here wbb miaed 
some four feet above that of the adjoining ^nana 

t Tliii dlnimhS^rlii erf tht atii^lll Tflfnplii rkiliDlTa ™b«ISed ta 
tlrfl rnzm Are 121 fL liy t4B tL 
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which, iti itij turn, overfcopH tJie roof of the 
<oiitij^iiDii0 colonnades to the eftet. 

CorbeJied cupitaLs with five'"fold projections Jijiir- 
mounting certein of the coJumni^ of the pmyer chamber 
furniRh eTldcnoe of previoualy oxtating lintek arranged 
^ form an oetagob in support of the domea indJcated 
in the accompanying pliin, and give a definite clue to 
the arrangement of the columna beneath them. The 
po^tiona of the mibrab-receasea in the west wall further 
aaaint ia the vianaLtaation of the original arrangenient 
of the fallen interior* the bays of which would natural¬ 
ly be set out in flymraetry with them, and not with the 
opompga of the great arched acrecn, which, orected aa 
an afterthought when the tiwan had been completed, 
conforma neither with the column spacing nor with the 
mihrab-receittaee behind it. 

The arrangement indicated in the plan aforemen¬ 
tioned may bo taken m being fairly authenticated by 
the existing internal evidence on the ait^, as revealed 
by a careful scrutiny of the remains. 

A point of particular interest in this original portion 
of the structure h the ingenuity with which the de- 
spmled Hindu materials W'crc re-Bssembled bv Hindu 
artisans to meet the demands of their Mtihummadan 
masters. Columns of divers designs and different 
temples were ranged together* sometimes set one upon 
another, in continuous mwa to support a roof con¬ 
structed, in ita turn, of the fiat ceiling slabs and shallow 
•corbellec] domes taken bodily from some wrecked Hindu 
isbrme. Sculptured figures, profane ia the eyes of th« 
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iconuck^t Muslim, were roughly mytikted aud hidden 
from aght by a ^^overiIlg of piaster; ^iajnetidiea. built 
face inwards into the wall and the bac^k innenbed with 
versea trop» the Holy Qumn^ (Plate XT)* 

CoJunin shafts, ba^ea, dapitsls, etc.^ obtained froni 
the many despoiled teinpiea W'erc uaaenibledp with 
no re^rd to £tn^ or even aytmuetfy, to form pillars 
ill support of the roof, Sivaite, Vaishtiavito, Jaino 
images appear in a profu^on eloquent of I he thorough 
and impartial destruction of their ** infidel ahrines, 
and of the genius lor adaptation their de^^rators ex¬ 
hibited in utilising tJio despoiled matenala for their 
own purposes^ AlJ is irnprovieed : no single feature 
but has been adapted and uaecl aecond'hond. 

Umatnant of unoWendiiig geau^ietricat pattern wai^ 
utiliNed when forthcoming from among the temple 
atones | and when it came to the building of the great 
frontal screen, the Hindu Cfaftaman was set to work 
upon alien arabesque designs and .strange Kaskh char¬ 
acters that must be w oven in among his own sinuous 
patterns to frame a pointed arch—a feature again 
foreign to the whole tradition of trabeat^ Hindu cen- 
struction. How essentially " Hindu io feeling are 
the elements of the ornamental reliefs ia apparent when 
one comparea the carv'ed bands* on the origiiial portion 
of tha great screen of the Qutb moiique with the more 
chamclcnHtically " Saracenic patierui omameDting 
the Bubaequent extenpion of the same screen by the 
emperor Altaniiah when Muhammadan architectural 
forms and traditions hod become more eatablishi^ in 
HinduBtau. (Pla. Vfll and iXb 


Oni>£ TO THE QUTB 

This Mcreco, erected by AJbek ja 1199 A. D. * i» 
perhaps the most Jjiterestliig feature of the iiio«iqe, 
Ae already noted, the bands of anuoua corvinp Ue, 

regardu their technirjtie, wJioJJy uninfluenced by 
^laceoic ideas. Their serpentiiie tcjidrfk and iin- 
dulaUi^ leave* are the work of the Hindu, who had 
developed th^e idendeal forms in hia temples through 
genera^o.^ of u^ge. The diVsition of these folia^ 
bands m the deaign of the focade is, on the other hand 
chamctenstically Saracenic in motif, and reveala at 
once lie relatioii between the Muhanunndau oomslraetor 
greeting aSaira and the Hindu artisan, on whose jn^ 
teiprotatioa of y* ideas he was dependent for the cany- 
■dg out of fos designs. The result is happy enough : 
tbcrntncately carved surface gives a " texture ” to the 
nia^ve screen, and in the variafions of the patterns 
and bands serves an effective relief to the broad fiat 
surfaces. 


T„ iwv The fion pillar act up in the Inner court axial with 

the ioajn cejitral arch of the screen'is an inlerestinE 
feature as affording evirletioc of the capad^ of Hindu 


.i«h “«n.r 

■ , , •«»a. Thiiwfaen would spiHar to have barn 

complrtad oomplriton ot ltd r««.indw of tod 

t^valbdt ^to tod n*mo „f SblOu, JUuu*o ibn 

™ artctod tod »lu«to. of Uid Jlfajor ^h.mlw had b™, .«t 
•p b appawot tod fact that tlid -toi™ o( todm„™ ■■ «ritod - 
to m a toetodwJ wad ibo propjalwea of thdooluinn oanEtaJa 

i^*tonLlt T aotoally bdit 

I# baah far* of Um acroaa nuHioi^ mhont Uu t«ntnj mb. 


BESCRIFTIVE ACCOUKT 


7 


<uvjIisatioii in tbe 4t!i Contury A^D. t<9 weld mallenble 
iron^ on io ambitious « (FIs. 1 nod VII). 

The pillnr would appear to have Been erected ori^n- 
a))y as a ntaodard to Aiipport an inmge of Oanida, the 
vehicle ol Vishnu, in front of a temple dedicated to 
that deity. The fliite^l capital with its anm!- 

nka nicmhora is a characteristic feature of the Gupta 
architecture of Northern Indiap and nfjords a clue to 
the period of jta erection | and this evidQnce is fiub- 
stantiated by the Ssimkrlt inscription in Gupta char- 
actors of the 4th Centniy A.D^ engraved on the pillar^ 
recording ita erection by a king named Chandra p a 
devotee of the god Vishnu^ as a lofty standard " of 
that divini*^ on “ the Hill of yishnupAda 

The prcBabiUties are that the pillar was set up in 
its present podtion by the MnhanunadanSr who pHaed 
it as a curious rhljc; the fact of the rough uiieveci syr- 
face near the base now expot^ above ground seeming 


1 A cjI Did Ichi maav bj' ftk HidAeld 

diKt^ iKo f&Uowlng In it« (™p’rtitlcKi 


Ukrbein * 

Solphnr it 

Phoaptiunift 

Mwfiguim 


per «nt« 
(HUfi 

cooe 

U'J 14 

mi 


Tolid elaiiMiitn othBr thui Iron « » ■ 


Totai , ftS-Mfl 


SpociG« gmvity, 7'&l. Hall h»id»to^ He. 1S8. 
li luj hwm fugg^iod ibit lb* pillar tsi awt En EU frfwcinl fot« 
■ad mt ioT^ i but the enrwiw pnrity *f th« Iw rt mpoihag It 
wn^Ed niihw lend tv iS*?!nrat thl* p^rihUlty 
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Altamisii'a 

Exri-ft9m 


to iudicAto hitiy cotielosivdy that the waa 

that thin portion of the piUnr should he hnned in the 
ground in the original ait*. (Cf. the lUmilar iMlnre of 
the A^ioka hi at Kotk Firoi 5 8hahip Delhi.) Where 
this .anginal site was there is no suSident evideneh to 
indicate^ 

So mueh for the ]iio8i|ue proper of Qntbu-d-din 
Aibak^ before the advent of Altaininh and Alnu-d-din 
KhaljL 

Slmnuni-d-diii Altamkh^ Turk of Alban« ajid slave 
successor of hiB slave muater to the Atuhunimadan 
throne of DeEhi, was not content to leave this monu¬ 
ment to invading fslain tinznaTked by any attention; 
but would add to its scale and digni^’^ aa a work of 
rel;gioiiJ9 grace^ 

The additions and extensions he effected are in¬ 
dicated in the plan appearing in PL 1. * A w ing was 
projected to north and south, and the enclosure 
extended to the eaat^ impinging on the great minar 
south-west qI Aibakk mosqu^ Outer entrancea in 
each of these three aides were made axial wdth those 
of the original iuoij4;|iiep nod the great screen w-aa ex¬ 
tended north and acjuth in condnnation of Qutbn-d- 
diu's. J 

^It h esasy to diacem in the symnietiy that charac- 
tenses the interior arrangement of the columns of Alta- 
mishk northern prayer chamber that mihrabs, columnor 
bays, and the spans of the arched openings in the great 
frontal screen were^ fjxrtn the first, conceived as a 
waglu homogeneous design, in contrast to the fortuitous 
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arrangcnient of those featorcA in Aihak'a otiginal kioa- 
qoe.^Thc high deeble-dtorejed central bay ^ith ita 
aumiuanting dottie ahowTi in Fl^ ff Is a conjectural 
feature, and relies for iUanthciitidty on the e^iaience, 
in the rear face of tho great Kercen, of double ci rbela 
at the arch-B]>ringiiigt and the firngmentarj' remalna- 
of lintels and roofing Blabs projecting at a lower lev eh 
These LtidicAtionjs Iwid me to asstj-mc that th' double- 
storeyed nrrangerficnt so common in the 15th Century 
Ahiiiadshahi architecture of Gujrat naa antidpatedhy 
AltJinush in his oxtenaion of this first tnoaqne to be 
built by the Ghorid conqiicrora of India. H thia njsper 
* dotnod storey did originBlIy exist (and there h no evi¬ 
dence available on the site precluding the pOfisibility), 
it must have formed a very prominent feature of t e 
design, filled* as the upper intercolumniatlonB doubt* 
loss were, with screens of geometrical jali to exclude 
the weather. 

/of Altami«h’s colonnades little now remains; but 
it js apparent that the supply of elaborately 
Hindu columns had given outf and that he was re¬ 
duced to the relatively plain shafts and capitals that 
compose them.' The feature of real intcresx is Uia ex*^ 
tension of rte great screen.) 

Conformable in genezut design with the existing 
screen of Qutbo-d'djnj Akamish's exteaMon betrays 
a considerable advance in the adoption of Muhammad* 
an fomut of aurface decoration. The arabesque pal* 
terns are purely Saracenic, their distiiictive character 
being common to Saracenic architecture from India 
west to Spain* 
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Thft Arabic lettcringj too, lifttf advanced be^'oiid tbc 
^tnplc uiidabomted ^bapi^ wrought b)" tbe ** prcotice " 
Imod of the Hindu* and ia evidently tbe work of a 
ocafianiap nicro familiar with tho cbaractera be is oon'- 
Lng, Here, ttni, wo Introduced a combination of 
■the aqimre Kuhe and the cliibomte auci intricately inter¬ 
woven Toghra characters. (Pla, VITl and,JX)p 

The attached mutakhu-columns mi in the recessed 
Jingles of the pier-jambs are another feature of Alta- 
miib’s serocQ cittension that appears in Indo-£iafiicejiie 
jirchitcctare for the first time, and it continnes as 
4 decorafive form almost mhnlerruptedly through- 
43 iit tha Pa than period* and afterwards in Mughal 
hrchitecture. ' ^ 

Altamisb'i^ arches in the great screetip while iiiaiil- 
taiiiing the same pointed formp differ in contour, it 
is enrioua to note^ from those o Aibak ; Ihe piijUniit 
little i^uoter-curve at ,the apext mth its slight 
-tion of ogecp"^ being iiusaing frcmi the former, though 
it appears a^ti In Ahanii«h"» Tomb 

A further difference m hia trealiueat of the screen 
extearion ia Doticeablo in the absence of the subsidiary 
upper arched-openings above the lower «ide arches 
flanking the central areliway of the original^rcen. 
Though the upper parts of both Altaruiafa's^aiid Aibak^s 
^craeus are now largely mjasing^ thiv difference in 
treatment is apparent in the remains of the dressed 
-ashlar jambs; and it has been illustrated in Plate 
In which n eoDjectuml restomtion of the screen as it 
^rigiiiallf appeare?l is attempted,. 
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. With Altaiaiah’e erections at tlie Quti niuat be Ata-an**! Tomb. 

•WMitiDoed bis Toaib^ wtuatcd imwediately west of 

his own northern extension of the mosque. The tomb 

tftkes the fora of a simple squAm chamber, and it 

was covered origitially by a circular dome, carried on 

a fora of squincb-aich., which serves to negotiate the 

riiffetenee in ehape between the square plan below and 

the ftbove. 

Here is seen a surf ate decoration of a pre- 

dominantly Saracenic type, but little influenced by 
definitely Hindu forms, though these latter occur 
promistiuously m the interior as isolated ieataics in 
one or two haimB of curvinjf below the arch tympana, 
in a innulded string^couise of the pendentive recrasw, 
abd again forming the pendant “ drops of the hloclt- 
corbftls in the angles of tb? octagonal dome^imiii. 

Practically the whole interior surface, both walls 
and roof (with the exception of the lower wnlls on a I 
but the west aide, which were probably plastaed), 
is intricately banded with a diaper of arabe^ue 
elaborated with Quranic inscriptions m both Naskh and 
combined Kufie >nd Tughra characters wluch frame 
the ardied openings and recesses and fo^rm a fnwe to 
the walls. Marble is introduced only in the central 

StUlh (or bin kKL II- 
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mihiub Aod m the cenotaph^ m th# midcile of the tomb 
chrtiuber ; the fbuhing mihrab receftses in the west 
wdl* vrhicb are of atunkr desdgiij being o! red aandjrtoiie;^ 
!>ith wbieh tonterial most of the interior le faced« The 
attAcbod angie-nnitakhHB that foou a distinctive featort 
of AlUmiah'fi eEtetuuon of the great screen of th e moaq uo 
aj>pear BimilarH" in the jambti of the doorways snd 
mill rah rceessesi and beneath the oetagonal dome-droiu 
of bia tomb. The ccteiior of the tomh is very aiiuple- 
A sparsely banded treatmeiit in grey quart rite atone, 
MtinUr to that of the gate* of the inoeque, appeaR^ m 
the plain ashlnr-drcsaed external walla, and contrai^tsi 
with the centra L bays of red aabdatone, on which a 
decoration of purely Saracenic arabesquea and Arabic 
iuBcriptiona ia concentrated- It l£ carioga that none 
of the iiiAcriptiona on the tomb cotitoins any historical; 
record^ the writingB being excluaively extracts from 
the Quran. 

niiter Altainish — and an interval of some 90 years 
-^mea the Alghfin, Alaa-d-din Ehalji, whoic aml:xt- 
ioua schemea for still further extenaion failed of accom¬ 
plishment before his death in 1S15 and were then 
abandoned. 

/His extensiona* indicated in the plan in PL I* were 
rnJtde to north and east, the llniit,6 of AltamiBh^fi south- 
era alignmjent beiag mamtained. Alflii-d-dia*a erec- 

I tfttk^hEini Tmiklt bana^ith ^ DDdaEiiil^ net nt ffgHiaetit 
the Sfld nn iraiMvotioti by Mr. S*iad!rttJsil in 191# 

m tQxmd to Im flUed with falca oihtfa ifebriB. to hmvn dtiiyrt»d 
vhiob would frtohablj havo tin of th# whn'p 

MfVfltluA. Thfl tlMMlitlTo UaJit shaft* and the otiidiial *tep dw™! 
on the narth ■ido htnrWOTi b#*i pemtinecitb' evpaead ti 

TlOVk 
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liom, AgAiti, were hy a ^ymmetty tb*t 

t<r have been izutinetive in the SfirAcenic arobltect, 
and hifi gateways to north and eaet were eet in pTedse 
alignment with those of his two predeceRf^o^ ; the Alai 
Dafwaza to the south ha^’ing^ howe^^er, iifeesaarTily to 
be placed to one aide of Altamisli’s exiBling gate. 

This gateway is the most noteworthy featiue of 
AUu-d-din^s additions. Built of finely worted ted 
sandstone, with an external relief of marble di^osed 
in incited hands and panelsp it is of exceptional merit 
architecturally^ Its excellent proportions and simple 
composition^ with pierced central opeoings echoing 
the contour of the covering domcp mnst he seen at 
dusk silhouetted against an cvciiiiig afterglow to be 
rightly appreciated ; though the low of most of the 
upper walbfacmg and the original iiarapet is necessarily 
a detmedon, / 

The present square outline of the parapet of the 
facades id almost certainly an innovation on the part 
of Major Bmith, who carried out cxtenHive repaiTS to 
the gateway in 1628+ As ia very clearly apparent ib 
the treatment of the red-etoae facing and the maTble 
dressings that si id rema in intact, the facade in the 
original deeign rose higher in the centre than at the 
sides» and the prominent marble atnng-conme, which 
marks the difference' in treatment between the upper 
and lower portions of the fionkir^ baya, carried 
up and round the central archway. Evidence that 
theae ftanking bays were lower is fanuahed in the return 
angles of the upper uiarhle pauels that are ittiJl pre¬ 
served I for the margiD at their aides would be carried 

a 2 
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round Along their top of oqual width to complete the 
" retkim"^ 

The greater thickncfis of too coiitte portion of the 
west parapet wall^ viedbl'e from the roofj is a corro¬ 
borative indicatioii of this raiied feature in tho cniginal 
work that hes survived the exteiuove repair opeiaticmB 
of 1038. The more hurmoiuoua efect of this origiiial 
treatment of the facade riiwag into the nuisa of the dome- 
background, as compared with ita prosetit abrupt 
terminationp is very apparent if we qooxider the restora¬ 
tion of the gate illiutrated in Pi 111 and the photograph 
of it ns now restored^ (Pi Xlll 

The interior proportions of the gatew'ay are again 
moat pleaising; while the recessed comer archca of 
attfaotive " horse-shoe " form canjing a plain spherical 
dome over the square ehambet are an cspeciaU)' happy 
solution of thU uni versa L constructional difhcnlty. 

The developinent of Saracenic omameut attained 
in Alau-d-din's peiiod in clearly revealed to oh m the 
arabosque decoration of this south gateway. Tbo 
broad p Sat, diapered surfaces of the red-stone jambs 
are essentially Saracenic in feelingp and contrast curi- 
ously with the more indigenous omamenUtion of ^nu- 
oqs tendrik and rounded lotus buds that frames the 
insenibed pilaater-panelB hetween the smaUer openings i 
while the projecting marble pimth-moulding might well 
have been brought direct from some Hindu shrine^ 

The inscriptionB framing the archway on the west^ 
eonthp and east fronts of the gate record the name and 
titles of “ Ahul Muzafinr Muhammad Shah (Alau-d- 
^n Khalji), the Sultan/" and his erection (actually 
«EtensioD) of the mosque in the year 1311 A. H, 
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The jiULction df AlfiU-d-din'a lUAiiifinn' with tbdt ^>1 
Altuiuish juHt wdifit oi the fomier^a Fed-^^tcpDe gateway 
ia very clearly marked, sa La the rfight divergence df 
kia treatment r>f the wnadow openiDga with I heir red- 
atdne jali mjmna. 

Only a abort lengt h of Alau-d^Jiu's endoaiog coloii* 
Hides cooncctidg hia aouthem gateway with the south" 
east comer of bia eitcDiioti is now ejctaat. The re¬ 
maining portions have keen represented op the site 
by a continuous screea of ahrubheries along the east 
and north fronts. From hia intended northem colon- 
hkIo, towards its w^est endj project the foundatlops 
of a large gateway set in alignjnent with the corres- 
popding north gates of his predecessors^ 

Of Alau-d-din'a eastern pte, represented by the 
gap in the shrubbery through which the vidtor enters 
the quadrangular enclosure on leaving his conv^ance, 
no vestige now ren^ins \ bnt that there existed such 
a feature here is indubitable. This emperor^B pro¬ 
jected northern extension of the great arched screenj 
again, is only traceable in the low masses of masoniy 
fsore which are all that now^ exists of his uiifuuBked arch^ 
piers. 

Ambitious in bis architectural, a** io his political 
designSt Alau-d-din aimed in his projected! extenidonB 
at eoinpletfily dwarhug the efEorts of his predecesBois* 
and his great arched screen was designed to extend os 
far again as their^s consbined, and be of twice the scale. 
His projected ndnar, conceived on a scale that should 
double the proportions of the existing riPnar, never 
- rose above the first stage, and hia whole iwheme was 
abandoned at hie death. Though it comprisee only 
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the ofigiaAl SDre-of the stinctuie and that m a dilap¬ 
idated it i& neverthel<^ poadibie ti> re- 

cogtklae seveifal dladiictive features that thJa great 
ndnar was intended to exhibit. The cutioub treetnieni 
of angular fludng^ wliich may be likened in section to 
the outline of a hattened letter M ** sepainatcd by deep 
caneiliiree, ia very diatincti ae altio ia the treatnient 
of eballow curved leceaaea atill apparent in the TOiigh 
core of the double hme {ace perapective view, PL 11} | 
while the whole irnnar wait evidently intended to be 
baaed on a high wide chabutra. Inside the mitiar it 
ia veiy clear Iroin the relative heights of the encLreling 
windows which pierce the walls at every [|uadmnt that 
the meauj of aecent was to be a very gradual ramp* 
and not a stair aa in the anialler minar of Aihak and 
Altarnish. Entered upon through a doorway on the 
east^ the ranip woaJd follow the Indination ol these 
windows and ascend the minar In a direction from 
right to left. 

It may bo of interest to sot out here the sm^eral 
items of evid^ce^ definite or dedudble, by which St 
was po&nblo to build up (with aome assurance aa to ite 
probable authenticity} the conj^tural restoration of 
the great screen of AUu-d-din illuHtrated in PL II^ 
with no other material i at first glance, than that pro¬ 
vided by the tow fragmentary masses of masonry which 
are all that is now left of this structure. In the first 
pLacs, the siae and relative spacing of these fragment¬ 
ary piers* to which portions of the original ashlar facing 
atiU adhere, give a definite indication of the ekvatiotial 
^HLtinent of the screen as regards masa and void ; the 
proportions of the openings as to hdght bdiig copied 
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ItOiD tho^ al thfi earlier seieeiLa wliicb the exteUfiion 
to augment. 

ThuB, the fir^t arched opetiiDg (at the south endj 
ia found to coEfeapond approixitiuitdy in fiisw with the 
aide archea of jUUnuah'a coptiguom acreeri; the next 
•onCj of greater apaiip necea&arilj riidiig higher izi the 
same proportion i nod the third opciiingp repeating 
the firsts results in nil approximote duplicate of tho 
detached exteuNiou of AJtauii^h. The greater ihelghti 
na comi^ared with thia Latter:, flanking portion 

of Alau-d-dins screen rei^iilta from the wider piers at 
the eitieme ends of the facade the decorativo 
motif of the earlier flcreeiWs with its banded architrave 
treatment framing the arch and returning along the top 
of the screen, being reputed in his design^ The rise 
in the height of the centre bay of this flanking portion 
■of Atflii-d-din*a screen is occaBioned by the grrater 
bdgbt of the arched opening it contains. 

Indubitable evidence of the high dominating central 
facade of the Alnu-d-din screen is to be found in the 
greatly increased thickness and bulk of the remainfl 
of the piers composing itp w^hich break forward beyoiird 
the normal hue of frontage. Relative widths of open¬ 
ings contained in it reveal again the approximate belghta 
■of its aioheSp proportioaed on those existing ; and the 
treatment of the wings with their higher centre bays 
afiords a dear indication of the desigii intended for the 
central portion of the screen, and predicate the rise 
■of its centre bay. The small side opemngs of tins 
minent central facadCp risiiig {according to their rein* 
tivo proportions) to but approxinuitcly half the heighfr 
of the great centre archway, leave room ibcve them 
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for repetition of the ^iOLftllcr subsidiary arched open¬ 
ings that were a feature of Qiitbml-diii Aibak^e original 
acreco { and tluiEi the motif of the whole exten^don pro¬ 
pel by Alftu-d-din but repeats in a general way (anti 
logically enough) the treatment he fi>nnd already exist- 
ing in the combioed screerta of his two predecessor!^- 

With regard to the architectural arrangement of the 
mterior of Alau-d-din*R prayer-chamlier, the peraitioa 
of the •openings in hia frontal acreen again fiirnishen 
a reliable clue to the probeblc spacing of the columnsr 
and aeenis to indicate veri^ clearly that the interior 
defdgn of hia predecessor’s prayor-chamberB was again 
called upon to furniah the model for his own. (See 

?L I). 

Altaiiiish’s architectural expedient of iricreasing: 
the ceiling height of the centre bay of bia ptayer-cham- 
her (of which definite indicatioiia exist in the remnina 
of roohng slabs in the back face of hii screen) would 
doubtle^ also have been further exploited by Alau-d- 
din, wbose greatly dominating central aereen archw-ay 
called fora correi^pondingfy greater increase in the height 
of the chamber behind it. 

Alau-d-din’s College^ (mikdraesa), Ijdng immediately 
to the isonth-west of the mosque, is now in a very min- 
ous coaditionp bat it is poarible to %i4nialiae from a 

1 It hsu bmii tbftt thK« 4;iilki^ btiilt 1;^ AllaHi^hp 

hak I tbiiik thfli btkuKe of [irDhil^ilily nuU with Alau-d-iUn ; tti» 
fiipE^ri ui ray jiid|piiBBt, being thp h^Jh^iB^raiDDd doraiyi 
and tb« lUviracflil ctirbeiM peftdenllvo Ireiitnimt beneetb 

Ubem, which aiw in dwt^JWt to tbe BaI Hindu typ* 

Uckslotlut uitiJcfulHetiUy eoTDfttd tbeT^mb nf AttAn^h crrigiepl^^ 

HuL th* jidraitiTH ec|ub{^b-eT^4 which nrrieB that ifflOte atirewa 
the oOTTwn of thir tomU 
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Study of its fragiiieotaiy remBins tlic sppeflniiice of 
the stnicture In tha dayB of it* foimder. The Colleg^ 
is built around * aiiaple qtiadniigular court entered 
Oft tb® north aide through a triple gateway of aome aiaej. 
the centre bay of which proiecta eomewhat beyond 
those flaixtnng St- (Ph 11- 

On the south aide of the court i* located a large 
square struttiiie covered originally by a dome now 
fallen, which is believed to be the tomb td the Fulton. 
AJau-d-diii. It was markjfd origiiially by a boldly 
projecting portico, of which renmina still exist. Jlank* 
inn this tomb chamber are two suiallei chambers, oblong 
in plan, which are separated from the centre tomb^ 
by ^irow passage-ways. In the centre and western 
chambers were disdoacd on excavation what appeored 
to be indications of a grave. The throe building* at 
this end of the court arc contnined in a common walled 
enclosure, akew-pUnned on tUe south side, which 
leaves a dear passage permitting of mreumambulntioik 
about them, except in the caw of the eastern ijimber 
of the three, where the pasyage i* omitted on *be cast 
side and the wall contains an ascending staircase lead- 


imr to the roof. , 

The east side of the main quadrangular court was 

hounded br & ample screen wall from which projects 
6 aingle chamber, the dome of which, rmsed on a prom- 
ioeat drum or necking, was repeated aymmetncally 

on the opposite side of th® court. 

Along this western side is a senes of small cell-kko 
anartmenta. a distinctive feature of which is the method 

combination of Hindu and Sarnremc devices. Thta 
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the ce^re part of the roof it carried on a wide, deep- 
iMimted pointed arch mnning axi&Uy north to south 
wlnob i again, ig made to carry the ends.gf flat roofing 
e^ba laid to form a simple tliagoual coffer ehancteristic 
of the ceiling construction of the aisles of a temple 
toactdaiia. 

Another noteworthy feature of these madrasjia 
cells ie the use of erhat for the want of a better term 
may be called a corbelled peadendve in the comont of 
the two higher domed chambers that break the akyliae 
towards the ends of the facade, ft ig the earliest in¬ 
stance of this corbelled treatment of a pendcnriTc in 
India (circa 1290 A, D.), and is by no means an un¬ 
happy solution of this constructional problem. 

It is a singularly fortunate circumstance that pro¬ 
vides us with an almost complete history of the Hjuar 
from the commencement of its building in 1198 A. D. 
to ita repair in Stkandar frfsdi a retga (ISW A. D.} in 
the iiucriptions it bears j though the ill-adnged, if 
woll-intendcd activities of later restorers have left 
their mark upon them, and ha ve resulted in rendering 
the earliest ones very largely unintelligible. 

Thus we learn (or are able reasonably to inferJ that 
the minar was commenced by the “Amir, the Com- 
mander of the Army, the GHorioua, the Great, of the 
Sultan Muizzu-d-din Muhammad Ghori, who carried 
it (prohably] up to the first storey ; when the advent 


^ It be reDurkvi U\ thJd tb^t pniMmt kr^ 

Out ihii whkb A bfeijR jmth k [:wTi4d andAr tho ucikc^d (tifeb a% tfit 
OQrth md Gnu nf cii&ra.b«f« ii hfamawlut tnialfiAdjMg^ ftiiicfli< 

^hwro ‘tern* no nr nUurr R]«ni of In thk iHmtrQD 
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Alta mi sh upon the scene resulted iu three further 
hciuj^ super! Euposed upon it^ eud thfe ffiiuar 
esiiriod to oompletiou* Alau-d-din afiemiugly hud no 
hand in its erKtiou, bdug intent on outTi%*fl.liiiig it la 
its imposing height hy u stiH more pretentiouB minor 
■oi his own. 

The 5fcht and fitml etorey, and prohahly most of 
the 4 th, owe their exietenee to Firosshah Tughbq, who 
■** repaired the minar of Sultan MiiiK^u-d-din (Muhani- 
mad Ghori), which had been struck by lighting, and 
raided it higher than before.From tliifl quotadon^ 
And from the vqiy noticeable reduction in the relative 
height of these last two stagea compared to the three 
lower ones, not to mention the marked change in arch!- 
tecturuL stylo, it seems practically certain Giat these 
two upper Storeys of Krozshah have replaced a single 
And more happily proportioned stage that originally 
ncrowned the minar of Altaipifih,® (See Ph lY). 

The last of these earHer recorded repairs is referred 
to in the iuflcrihed frieze of the entrance doorway at 
the foot of the minar, where w^e team that ” the minar 
of his majesty-...*........*Shamflu-d-din.P........ 

in the reign of Sikandar Shah (Lodi). 

was repaired, ■... + ■ .p .in the year H, (LBOfl 

A,D.r. 


A hPo'bM I’f (Ema^ «id IlaflnwMu in, 

»Ai OuEmlnulmna ranisrbi Of «»iitiiijr 3^ *1 
bfttoQtf tjj iUjor SfflUli'i rupcK md 37 to thfl uppm- , 

whi^h li»T*i m wt<aMi to tJiff tour Ww BiortjTt- Is ihff tifl» oI 
Abal Fid. (13» A.D4 ttim mujit t^uto^y h™ 

.bore tha fuurth aior«y to mmkn up hw toUl of 3WJ itm. Hito 
U1 la £«Hn hpleht, ”*w?e’i’’ 
iima aas'-r er e'-i' hm tb*n .t fwant (23a -1 ) iri4* AJX-S , 
tasa).'- 
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While on the subject oi the repairs executed to the 
miiiAr, It will he convenient to record the DtteDt 3 oii& 
of latet restorers to 'which the etructure hu^i been suh^ 
jected mthin the last one huDdred and twenty years. 
“ On the firat of August 1803 the old cupola of the Qntb 
^tin^r wns thrown down and the whole iiiilar aeiioiLBily 
injured by au earthquake/'^ A^out two years after^ 
the Governor-Genera I authori sed the necessary repairs 
to he begun, and the work was entrusted to Major 
Rohert Smith of the Engineers^ who completed it by 
the beginning of the year 1838, at a cost of Es_ 17,0(50. 
All the forms of the mouldings were carefully preserved^ 
but the rich ornamentation omitted (quite rightUv 
frou] an archiaological stBnd-pomtp bo it said). 

As General CuniilnghaTn observes," this part of the 
work appeari to have been done with much paticnoe 
and skill, and reflects great credit on Major Smith as a 
cotuser^ator of ancient monuiuents. The GcneraTe 
castigation of the “ restoration ** performed by Major 
^nuth upon the entrance gate way, and his inference- 
from the Utter^s report that the whole of the entrance 
doorway is Snufch*s own designp a conclusion which 
haa already heen drawn by Mr* Fergusisou, who de¬ 
nounces the work aa being in the true style of Straw¬ 
berry Hill Gothic ”, are however, very much bomde 
the mark, as both CunniughAm and FerguttSon would 
have realised had they been aeqiiamted with the e^ist- 
enee in Cairo of kangurBAp of the same sotnewbat nn- 
usual stepped shape as crown this doorway, at the 
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tomb of the Sultan Kalmn (dated 1284 A- D-K and 
4 igun lit the mosque of A1 Ashar there, which feature 
M. Sn!a«hn^ would date from the year 1208 A. D. The 
stticlurcs applied to this gateway are all the more 
remarkable in view of the fact Uiat the same original 
kaoguniH (in which the “ Strawberry Hill ” elluaion 
«entieal oiiat again on atorcy opeoint-of the 

qutb minar itself, whichThould have been apparent 
to their critics- Ooe of the inscribed slabs over the 
«ntmnco doorway haa, it is true, been replaced m its 
wrong Older by the restorer, but, na is apparent through 
M cloae scrutiny of the work, all the raasoni}' above the 
architrave : kanguras, cornice, inscribed frieie, and 
But architrave alike (with the exception of the ^tre 
stone of the last, and a plain narrowband immediately 
beneath the frieie) is patently ©imposed of the old 
original weather-wom stones. The actual new work 
ia readily distinguishable and is confined to the masonry' 
below the architrave, as indicated by the '* hatching " 
in the sketch in PI. V. It certainly is open to stringent 
criticism, os are. indeed, the “ Gothic'' balcony rail* 
ings, and the irritating “ Bengalichattri, now happi¬ 
ly deposed. But ! think it due alike to the rei^ircr 
and to the modern student of Indo-Saracenic architect- 
uro to erpose the fallacy of the criticism levelled at 
this doorvrav, which, originating in the authoritative 
.Return of ?ergiisson, has oUainsd oiirrenoy for the last 
fifty years. 

The two separate miunr# believed still to be stand¬ 
ing in Ghazni provide us at once with both the inime- 
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diatc prototype of tLeQutb Miimr and an early luetance 
of the cuatoin among the Muhstninadaus of erecting 
such coLumw m the embellishincut of their cities. The 
uUimate origin of these toners is probably to be found 
in such SassBiuan ^ctures iu the towcia of Jur and 
hiroubad in Persia, the Chaldean ziggurat observa- 
tanen. as at Khoisahad, and the Tower of Babel. It- 
is noteworthy that the external helicoidal ramp ascend* 
ing these Saaeauian tower# is repeated again by the 
Muhammadans in the square minar attached to the 
mosque of Ibo Tulun, at Cairo, which, though a later 
restoration, was modelled on the original one (dating 
from c. MO A. D,)it ha s replaced ; and this, in ita tW, 
was copied from the minaret of the mosque at Sauiaira, 
near Baghdad, founded by the Khalifa Wathik ibn 
MoUswm in 8-12 A. 0., as is recorded by Malfrisi.’ 

The alternate rouodiKi and angular fluting that ij. 
such an attractive feoture of the Qutb minar is un* 
doubtedly a development of the polygonal outline of 
the Gham eiampk; the connectipa of this feature witlj 
any ffindu or Joina pamllels is, t think, too fortuitoua 
to be ID any degree probable. 

fom^red with that of the mosque, the decoration 
of the Minar ia consistently Saracenic in character 
irem base to top ; though the somewhat hybrid stvle 
of Firoishaba later additions is noticeably dtstinct 
Futures of typically Hindu origin are practically non* 
emstent, and only appear as narrow atring-conrHcs 
®dgipg the inscribed band^- and os two minor members 
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of the projectatig baJcomes^ the rcjiiaiiiiiig omanieivt 
being djstdnrtivdy Saincenic in chixacfe^. 

The wide cnoircling bandj^ inscribed wTth Neskh 
lettering afford a delicate relief te the plain fluted ma- 
aoniy of the great ehaft; and are indeed a happy 
incident of the derign : but perhapfi lie moat interest ' 
ing and effective featurea are the boldly pfojectiug 
balconies at eveiy atnge, supported on an enriy type of 
the staUertite "* corbeUing that ia such a nniver«aUy 
chameteriatic and attractive feature of Saracenic aiclii- 
tectuial decoration, coaunon abke to the Qntb in India 
end the Ai Uambra in Spain. 

A sketebp to a large acale, drawn with the aid of 
binoculara from the roof of the Aiat Darwaisa, shew- 
ing the details of the atahctiteB ” of the first atorei' 
balcony, appears in Flate \1. The stepped kangumt^ 
indicated in this aketch io place of the pr^KOit “ quasi- 
Gothic ntiling of hlajor Smith are a conjectural restora¬ 
tion p baaed on the ori^nal kanguma existing over the 
doorwaya in the first and second atoreya of the miuar^ 
The probability that auch battlemeota ^d exist OTiginal- 
ly in thia poririon ia supported by such evidence aa is 
Corthooming from the in^ffereutly drawn illaet^dana 
, of the minar publiahed about the b^nidng of the 
nineteeuth centuTyt* valueleas though these dmwiiiga 
Are aa accurate reeorda. 

The iUustmtioiiB in Plate IV afford a compariaop 
of the minar aa I conjecture it to have haeu completed 

i Eoirijin BtimlV atroonlp jBtnpkT^ 
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by Altaniiah with th« present luiniir as repaired by 
Firozshah Tughlaq. who rai&e<l it higliat than betore'\ 
The authenticity of the crowning chattri of the formef 
roata frankly on nothing more defioite than that which 
may caist in a certnia propriety of de^gn ; for no eon- 
tempomr}' example of Huch feature now remainii to na. 
In the case of the chattri indicated on tho aunar aa 
repaired by rirozshah, however, then? need be little 
mystery, aotwithetanding the provocative " broken 
harps and other nebulous fentorea appearing in the 
mis-shapen travesties of the structure perpetratod by 
folk who liad the opportuuity of seeing the minar when 
a worthy record of ita disUactive features would hnve 
been so valuable to latter-dny comers in the beldi Chat* 
tiis of Firozahah^a period are fortunately left to na at 
the tomb of Khnn-i-Juhon Tilangaoi* the Kbirki Maa- 
jid and Other buildings in Delhi, and give at once a 
elear indication of the type of cupola that crowned the 
jTiinnr in the Hth Century A.D. ; and from these the 
ebattri shewn in the illustration has been adapted. 

The Tomb of Inam &min, idtmted immediately 
to the east of the Alai Gateway (through which it is 
approached] in a much Later atructure, dating from the 
lime of the Mughal emperor Eluinayun. The tomb has ^ 
no integral connection with the Qutb gronpj^* and its 
extreme proximity to it is probably to be oxplnioed by 
the supposition that Inam Zamin (odierwiBe Inam 
Mnhainmed Ali)t a member of the Chiatia sect, a 


* A. S. M . mr 
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fiayyid (l«aceiidc<l Itoiii Haitian and Hussain/* why is 
urtiil ta Jiavy oomy to Delhi Irom Turkestan in Bikandar 
liodi^s rylgOp held imme: office of importanco in the 
mosque. 

Tho toinh in a aiinplo structure some *24 feet squaro 
in plant sunnoiinte<i by a donio riiung from an octagon^ 
at drunip decorated with a double row of konguras and 
with a treatment of Uiarbla panelling above the chajjs^i 
The spaces bettt'oen the twelve square pillasters support¬ 
ing the fiuperatructurc are infilled with a geometrical 
jaJi of red sandstone in all but the centre bays of the 
west and auuth sidesi whieh contain rnspectiA’cly a 
nnhrab and an cn trance doorway^ both wrought in 
Diarblo. Ch^cr the latter is an inscription in wdl-fonncd 
Saskh uharactem recording the name of the saint, 
Alarblc is again used in the cenotaph and as a decora¬ 
tive relief in the intciiorT tho radiating ribs of f-hift 
material in the aandatone dome being a feature of in¬ 
terest. Tho w hole struettiro of sandslone was original¬ 
ly covered with finely polished stucco^ of which a 
considerable portion is still entant. 

Of the rcimnning buildings within the Qutb area 
little roqiiirei to be liaid. They have no wrchawlf^cal 
coniiectioii with the ori^nal monument. 

There are the romaine of a Lpato Mughal serflip 
through the cast entrance amhway of which the vieitor 
enters the Qutb enclosure. The greater portion of the 
southern half of this struetuiCp which was veiy diJap- 
irlatedr has been dismantled to oi>cn up a syfnniotric.al 
approach to tho Qutb mosque atm proper. 

To the immediate north of this acrai are tho dilap¬ 
idated remains of a Late Mughal garden containing 
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tli« ruins of some graves ia the centae, and of s mosque 
ill the west wa]L Those reniains hove also been lattcrlv 
uoaserverl and the gioiuida laid out. 

The ** BefigulJ " clmttri of red sandstone, uow 
situated to the south-east of the mosque, formerly 
orowued the Muar, uu whieh it was erected hy htajor 
^mith in 1836 to replace the fallen chattri of firnioihiih 
l^iighlaq. It Was roiiioved at the instance of the Vice- 
wy, laird Hanlinge, in 1848, to whom its distressing 
iiicoagniity with the architecture of the Miiiar was 
apparent, and placed on a mound within the actual 
enclosure of Alaii*d-din’s extension of the ortginal 
mosque, whence it was removed to its present posi* 
tion in 1914. 


firSUlIK OF Ext'AVATItl.V A3f» CoSSEJIVATJOh W'OJlX 
CURJIUl) OtlT AT THE QutB fflNCli 1910, 

^ As a prelimiiiury' to undertaking any serious excuva' 
tiOn work tti the Qiitb area it was essential to divert 
the old Delhi-tiuigaon Koiid which formerly ran right 
across it, touching the north-west comer of Altaniish’s 
Toinb. The proposal for this diversion wus made as 
fat back as 1909 when Delhi was atil) under the Punjab 
Aaministrstion, and before the creation of the enclave 
around theKew Imperial Capitel-an e^ent that natuml- 
J r gave u great stimuius to urrh«eological work in Delhi. 
A compreheniJve programme of Archteologicnl Works 
was prepared under the ordem of the Oovernmcjit of 
India by the la to Mr. Gordon 8andeTSDn for preser^'ins 
the many imponant historical monuments in the cii- 
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clave, and the Qutb group deecrvedl lonnd a ptomi* 
bant place in the list of projec ted works, 

The roadway removed^ and the then cultivated 
area about the Abi AlinaT to the inunediate north of 
it acquired, the field was open to an exhaustive scheme 
of excavation, which, as the wort progressed, was 
successful in disclosing the hitherto bidden reuiains of 
Aluu-d-din KLalji’s extension of the great arched »rT«en. 
Some id«i of the magnitude of the work may be gather' 
ed when It is stated that the clearance of the site to its 
present (and original) level entdied the removal of 
Same three to four feet of eurth aud stone debris over 
the whole area. The disposal of this vast amount of 
" spoil " became a probteiu in itself, imd fretjiienlly 
threatened to stop further progress with tiie work. 
Fortunately the cous^tniction of the many new roads 
required in tin) Now Capital served as an opijortnne 
chaimel of relief, and a greAt deal of useless stone debris 
was thus disposed of. 

Early in the work Smitli’a chattri, which had been 
deposed from its former place on the summit of the 
iitinar and placed on a mound within the present mosque 
enclosure at the instAiice of ijOid Hardinge in 164b, 
was again shifted to it« present position where, Uow' 
ever, it was at first set up on another of the mounds 
built by Sir Thomas Metcalfe, Both mounds have 
now been removed and the chattri placed upon the 
ground, as it at present stands. 

Altamish's extensioii immediately to the north <d 
the originol mosque was cleared of some three feet of 
earth and atone rubbish, when a aeries of column bases 
was dinclcwed in this urea. A lower plinth of the original 


30 


OUIPE TO THE Q0TB 


mosqtie wnA also acu^rttif^ some five fqet beneath the 
ground level and the origiiuil fouiidatioxia here 
* posed. A fltart was innde on tlie elearaticc of the area 
reclaimed hy the diveraioii of the old road, and hy the 
end of tho year 1^13-13 the irhole oE Alan-d-djn^# 
northern extea^on had been exposed While the work 
of excavation was going on the needs of conetervatioii 
were not lost sight of and luicfnl repair waa executed 
on tho old dilapidated maaoniy of the great atreop. 

The complete clearance of the rite nceesritated the 
demolition and removal of the old dak buujplowe and 
eetvant's quarters located in tho nuned daluna of a 
fjate Mughal ** serat, which had eucronched on the 
originai Qutb area. A heginning was made on a aystem 
of water ducts and channels rcriuired for stihsequent 
irrigation purpoHcs, and noxnethiug was done tonrards, 
the Uying out of bajn pathways on the rite. 

During 1913-14 a pumping plant was provideeb 
and the north court of Alati-d-din's extenrion^ which 
liad been cleared in tho prevdonH ycar^ was grussed^ 
planted with trees, and laid ont with paths and shrub- 
berina to indicate tho innas of tho fallen colonnados; 
the nUBsliig wall of the east facade was extendod up to 
the north-oaet comer of the area, and the boao of the 
Alai .Minar built up on the original roinains diacloeed 
in the excavations. 

A new red sandstono Baradnri was added to tho 
present dak bungalow (which escaped the fate of its 
fellows oneroaching on the rite}„ and the fumituie and 
equipment of the bungalow Improved to meet the nmiB 
of tho increasing number of visitors^ 
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The pEVving of AltumiBb's ddlonimdc^ waa reiptaced^ 
whcTO missing, witH concrelfi laid at a eUghtiy Iowpt 
level to diflerentiato it Jjom tbe origitia! work* Bx- 
cavadoiui west ot the oripmil mt^ue were taken up* 
ttuci the tahkhaim or ciypt of AltAinlsh'a Tomb re^ 
veale^l. The base of an adjoining atnictiire to the south 
of the Tomb dao tame to light during the cltaraoce, 
revealing ft treatment of reel etoiie tacing instribed 
with bandit of Arabic lettering. It would seem that 
these roniiain» formed originally the end using wailA of 
ati internal open court at tho back of the mostjue. 

During thiti year the cleaTaneo of Alau-d-dio's Col¬ 
lege bnildiop was complete!, except for gruE^Jiig the 
eoEirt. On the south nide of the quadranglcK the level 
of the eourt was found to be slightly raised^ as dla- 
dopied by the levels of tiro thTcaholdfl of the o|>oniuga 
of the west facade, which were higher at tliia end. The 
outer wall of the oollcgo on the north, east and west 
aides wa* found fairly intact up to the plinth level, 
which was marked by a string-eourfie similar to that 
of the original mosque. Shrubberies, enclosed hy low 
ingft hedges, to indieate the mass of falleii buildings 
were planted on the north side of the court . Contmiy 
to local belief, which assigned to this position the re¬ 
puted gmvo of the Sultan Abu-d-din Khaljip no trace 
of any tomb was found on the removal of the debris j 
though evidenee of what appeared to ho o grave was 
found some seven feet beneath the surface in the larger 
ruined atructure on the soutb aide of the court imme¬ 
diately opposite, which is thought to be the Tomb of 
the Emperor. Fragments of inarblo pnving still in 
lend Colour to the -aAsiimption that the buildiiig 


32 


GUIDE TO THE QUTB 


was intended to accommodnta the reiBaiDS of a person 
of importonoe. The present repair of the ^ve here 
imdjcatee the ojrteiit of the reniaine diaeloaed, 

Th ^ very large quantity of earth and dehria removed 
from this part of the mte was uti3j£ad in formtog the 
raised terraces to the south of the Qutb encloisure. 

The precinets of the Tomb of Innm Zainiii» east 
of the Alai Darwa^p were a1^ cleared and the ground 
dressed ; and & eiroular approach road nnder conatrao- 
tion for vehicles entering the area was eanied to com- 
ptetioD in this year^ 

Altanush's paving along the east side of the original 
mosjiiue of Qiitbu’d-dln, and along the contiguous sides 
up to the centre porches, north and souths was removed 
to disclose permanently the fiill depth of the ongiiial 
plinth, and a box drain cons true ted to carry away the 
rain-water from the reuniting trench. The presence 
of sculptured Hindu atones built into the plinth thus 
discloa^ is one of the factors indicating the T^Snham- 
niadan origin of this portion of the stmctiire. 

During the year 1915-16^ the work of exposing the 
original pUuth of the mosque of Qutbu-d-din VLUqcnin- 
pleted and the ejstem and southern gates were 
h ixad ' with low retoiuiiig walls, leaving them per- 
imne ktly open lo view. An excavation made to trace 
the fojudation level of the Alai Darwasa wan success¬ 
ful in disclosing the deep elaborately canned plinth, as 
well as the r.^mains of origiml stops in the south and 
w^t doorwaySf which had been covered up by modem 
8te|is whose rise and tread did not correspond with 
the original ones discovered beneath them. This has 
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enable tho rciitanitiuD of Boutlieip and western 
Bigbtn to be ferried opt. Ae the prefient floor of the 
gateway U alijO of idore recent built over the origiii- 
al one^ it wa» IoiluiJ neccj^ry to reee^ au additional 
Htep in the flooring to join tbo origiofil atepa with the 
present floor; it being infeasible to lower the floor to 
its original lovely aince this would have eiitailed Build- 
iiig up the base of tlie eeat around the mtarior walla 
of the gate. The ground to south and w^est of the gate 
was reduced in level to that of the originaJ paving here, 
unci a Heriea of paths kid out to give acceiis to adjacent 
Buildiuga. 

An DriginaJ flight of steps tn the south-east corner 
of Atau-d^n'fl CollegCp leading to the roof^ was put 
in order to enable visitors to ascend and obtain a ct/in- 
prehenaive view of the area, Further cleamnoe was 
carried out around Altanushk Tomb, and the remains 
of a later pavement diseJoaed tiome twelve inchiS ebove 
the oiigioal level. A atrip of loud to tlie north of the 
Tomb wna acquired, and the ptajer-chaniber of Alau- 
d-dink ei^tendon of the luoaquc was cteared of debrisi 
laid with gravel and deuiarcated bj ingii hedges. All 
the reiuaiuing frngnionte of the piers of his great arrhed 
acrovn were repaired and secured from further decay« 

By the end of the year J914-15 the bulk of the work 
uudcrtakcu at the Qutb had been eonipleted. lu tlio 
foibwiug year^ hoW'cr^er, sevem] of the pillors in the 
coloiiiiade of AltanusB, W'hJch were leauing at pre- 
tniious aiigieS} liad to be reset; and in order to eoizi- 
peusate for the stoppage of tmffle through the Qulb 
grounds^a new^ path made beiw'eeii ^lehmuli and 
Lado Serai. A further improveuient was effected by 
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oxtendiiig tbe grounds towards tho south} nod iociud- 
log in them the area next to the i^letcalfe estate. 

During 1913-17 the Late Muglml garden with lie 
central nhabutra of neglects graves, whieh was tiU 
then under cultivatiou of cropsp was ncquiredi its 
walls and obattris repaired} aud tJio onelnsuro grassed 
and planted with trees and oreepeTS—thns abBorbing 
the garden into the Quth grouudsp in the north-east 
corner of whicL. it is situs ted p Some minor excnvAtiou 
wan further done in the ren? of Altanibh's Tomb, and 
I he base of an nshiar stone wall running parallel with 
the west wall of the mosque was bronght to lights to¬ 
gether with the original paving of the court here. It 
woBj however, impossible to do more here thiin ns pose 
the face of the wail, dnee the renuiinder of the build- 
Log extended under the Dclhi-Gurgaon road. It is 
worthy of mention that, ia the course of excavation, 
there came to light a niimber of fragments of early 
bIue-gEa7;ed tiles of geometric dedgiit approxiimitely 
eoiitomporaiy with the adjoining bnihliiigs. Tttes of 
tho same kind vrerc also recovered during General 
Cunningham^s excavatiofis at the Qutb in 1871} arid 
again during Mr. Sanderson’s excavations in 1913^ 
Similar fragments are stil! occasionaUy Immd within the 
area of Qik Hai Pit horn, and there ean be little doubt 
that this partioular kind of tiio-work was extensively 
used for tho decoration of early Muhammadan struct* 
Ur(^. 

Tho Qutb Miner.—It has been remarked for some 
considerable time that tho masoniy of the ihbd storej 
of the Miiuir has bulged p An early photograph in Carr 
Stephen*^ of D^hi clearly shows this buIgOi 
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and it ia improbHble tliat it has appre^iablj mcre^scd 
duiing the laat hundred Tears. The niinar was dam¬ 
aged by lightning (as ia remixled id the roeorda of 
Firozi^hah TughJa^'a reign, oa ^e|] aa on the inicuir 

tu and aldce then it has aufi^ered seTeral 

severe fiatthquabe ahoekiit aucb aa the one in 1003, 
Trhen the cupola was destroyed. It ia not improbable 
that the diaplaccment of the tnnaoniy is the result of 
Bettlemeut that oceon-ed while the tower wafi being 
built, due to the work being “ run up too quickly 
and to tbe eJLCeaaive use of inortarp 

III July 1914 Mr, A, Ctoad, EsecutiTc Engineer, 
II Project Division, Delhi, exam'ned I he bulge m tie 
third atorey, add reported that the eonatruetion of the 
w^alla appeate to have been of three kiuda of masonry * 
nn outer veneer of Agra sandatone alaha to act aa boud- 
atouea, a * hearting ^ of rubble stone maaonry, and an 
inner face of ashlar nmaouiy of Delhi stone. He sug¬ 
gests that the outer veneer has merely come away from 
the rtibblCk and that. If examined, a space between 
them would in all probability bo found inside. He 
does QOt advocate the UJ^e of the Fox groutiog uiiiehme 
as has been suggested, being of opini on that t he pressure 
of the grout during pumping would tend to displace 
still further the outer veneer, and con£idex 9 irod banda 
would be more fctasible and less costly. As there is 
no Rigp of crushing on the luside, and no Halong away 
of the stone there fippeared to be no danger.'" 

■ Pto^rroM Espdrt of llis ^fuluuuiTiHluq iiud 

^ritLib MrjadQdfllltir Knrfhiiioi tm He vuvr e^ililDa ftfareU 
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Xttinerous enmll cement ** telltalca ” applied 
the joints ID thie slorey and in the ^rnund atotef ^^here 
the zuaaoiiiy appeared to he somewbat fliaturbed hav^ 
not io Jar revealed any apprecIahJe ftirthai' movement 
in the old tnbrlc^ it is rem^uriug to record* 

In any account of the arnhamlogical work corned 
otit at the Qutb, it would he graeel^ not to mention 
the devoted labours of the late Mr- Gordon Sandersonr 
Supenutendent of the ArchMiogicnl Department^ who 
ffB3 directly roaponsible for the opomtlons^ which were 
anhetantially completed before he left the Departmeiit 
to join the Indian Amij Reserve of Officerfl in Feb- 
niary l^IG. To coiumenimato hie r^ettable death 
of wounds in October of the aanic year while ser^dng 
with the Giirkhaa in France^ the small marble ^ndial 
on the lawn to the south-east of the area liaa 

been erected, inscribed with the motto: “Transit 
nmbm : Lust pe^nflnet^^ (The shadow peases l the 
light remains). 
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f|*.V‘fS X. 



ViLM' OF Eaet Colonnade of QuTJnr-ti.i>is'B ohioin^al mdsol'e, fhow 


























1’IjAte XT. 



(«l OnVERtiE op HlKDir IWI’LPTCMED BTOXKS, TH>j HEl'l^:}tNE 
OF lA-niCB jS IVSChlHED WtTH NASIM USTTEKtNO (fsBAlTIff. 



Revebhe op (rt}, HHOWISQ THE Saekk i-ettekieg. 


































rMTK XII 



ViKW OF SOLXTK F.VCAIJK or A[.,u TUrwaisa ah HKFAIRED Hv Majoh Smith, It K 
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Key Plan shewing the Original Mosque and 

ITS SUBSEQUENT EXTENSIONS* 
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Pieaae help qs to beep tbe booh 
^Icao Ail'd tBoTing^ 










